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Preface

When Alfred Nicol titled his collection of poems Elegy for 
Everyone, he suggested the reflective tone and thematic 
substance of his compilation. Its range of ideas and moods is
staggering. In poem after poem the author provides a feast for
the mind. The manuscript runs to seventy pages, not one of
which is dull or trivial.  Nicol has created a work of complex
vision and stylistic mastery. If one reads his book with the
empathy and imagination it deserves, one is unlikely to forget
its inhabitants who are often shadows of ourselves.

Dr. Alfred Dorn



About Dr. Alfred Dorn

Alfred Dorn, poet and critic, founder of the Anita Dorn Memorial
Award for Poetry, received his doctorate from New York University,
where he studied as a Penfield Fellow for work in Renaissance and
modern literature. A specialist in authors of the 16th and 17th 
centuries, he wrote graduate dissertations on Christopher Marlowe,
Edmund Spenser, and John Donne. He taught at New York University,
Rider College, and the City University of New York. Dr. Dorn directed
writing workshops for the Poetry Society of America, The Brooklyn
Poetry Circle, and literary organizations in Texas, Arkansas, and
Indiana. He has been featured on New York radio. Twice vice president
of the Poetry Society of America, Dr. Dorn is director of the World
Order of Narrative and Formalist Poets, which has sponsored poetry
competitions since 1980. 

Dr. Dorn’s work has appeared in poetry anthologies and some sixty
periodicals, among them Blue Unicorn, Dark Horse, The Edge City
Review, The Formalist, Hellas, The Hudson Review, Iambs &
Trochees, Light, The Lyric, The New Criterion, Orbis, Pivot, and
Sparrow. As literary critic and art historian, he has published essays in
Iambs & Trochees, Arts Magazine, and other journals.

In recent years, he published three books of poetry: From Cells to
Mindspace, Voices from Rooms, and Claire and Christmas Village.
He started Prospero’s World Press, Inc. in 2008 to publicize outstanding
works of poetry, fiction, and essays. 

for my parents, Anita and Alfred Nicol
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